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God of Everything (Including Viruses) 


APOLLO: ... What else does 
mankind demand of its gods? 

CAPTAIN KIRK: Mankind has 
no need for gods. We find the one 
quite adequate. 

Scene from "Star Trek" original 
series episode "Who 
Mourns for Adonais?" 
The belief model of 
ancient polytheism 
attributes the various 
forces of what we call 
nature and the 
conceptual ideas and 
principles of life 
(e.g., love, beauty, 
luck, war, fertility, 
honor) to individual 
deities or supernatural 


On the other hand, 
the Bible indicates 
that the one God(spe- 
cifically named 
Yahweh or Jehovah) 
is the ultimate source 
of everything, so 
essentially, he is the 
God of." fill in the 
blank" (i.e., 
everything). 
Attempting to 
characterize and 
comprehend a 
comprehensive God can be rather 
tricky, even problematic. Perhaps 
this is part of the reason that 
ancient humanity found itself 
devolving into a more pluralistic 
theological sensibility following 
the Fall, after Adam and Eve 
decided to contrive their own 
concept of knowledge apart from 
God. 

Yes, I know, many scholars 
insist that monotheism is a later 
development in human history, but 
taking the Genesis narrative into 
account, it would appear that the 
original sin of humankind involved 
a separation from a relationship 
with the one true God and led to an 
eventual descent into disparate 
theistic pursuits and queries, the 
practical outcome of which would 
seem to have been that humanity 
apparently developed a proclivity 
for identifying and manufacturing 
gods for everything. 

Another seemingly natural 
tendency was to engage in persist- 
ent attempts to appease these 
presumed deities to gain favor and, 
somewhat ironically, attempt to 
exercise some degree of "control" 
over these mysterious forces that 
conceivably surround us. 

Perhaps a reasonable question is 


- that if the God of the Bible is 


indeed the all-in-one God, how 
does one reconcile some of the 
supposed paradoxes that confront 
us on a regular basis, such as the 
perceived state of the world in 
which we presently find ourselves 
— which, in perspective, is perhaps 
not any more chaotic and tumultu- 
ous than at any other time in 
human experience? 

One of the more unfortunate and 
often distressing facts of life is that 
many factors of our environment, 
including infection and disease, can 
wreak havoc on society and 
civilization. As in times past, there 
are those who would attempt to 
associate occurrences such as viral 
outbreak with "God's wrath," citing 
instances of divine judgment 
throughout scripture. 

In contrast, there are those who 
would conceptualize these critical 
and threatening events as somehow 
"proving" the non-existence of God 
— after all, a loving God wouldn't 
allow suffering, would he? 

For either of these conjectures, 
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the best response may be to 
consider that the point of the God 
of Everything is that he is, in fact, 
the God of everything — he is not 
just the God of one thing or another 
or powerless to affect one thing or 
another. 

Inherent in the 
lessons of the Bible is 
the notion that God is 
perfect and in him all 
things are perfectly 
balanced and har- 
monized; furthermore, 
God's version of 
everything is in fact a 
perfect version. 

So does this mean 
he is a God of Wrath 
and a God of Justice? 
Undoubtedly. 

Is he also a God of 
Love and a God of 
Mercy? Most 
certainly. 

It might seem 
natural to wonder how 
that is possible. An 
earnest pursuit of 
Biblical spiritual truth 
would reveal that the 
answer, ultimately, is 
in Jesus. How so, one 
may ask? Let us 
digress momentarily and then 
return to understand this 
conviction. 

The Bible contains many verses 
that attest to God's authorship and 
ownership of all creation. For 
instance: “For by Him all things 
were created, both in the heavens 
and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or 
rulers or authorities—all things 
have been created through Him and 
for Him.” Colossians 1:16 (NASB) 

So if he is the God of Every- 
thing, that means he created every- 
thing, including the things which 
now appear to produce various 
kinds of suffering in life; that 
includes bacteria and viruses — and, 
well, human beings for that matter. 
If we assume that all of creation 
was created for a specific purpose 
and was in harmony before the 
Fall, it is probably not unreason- 
able to wonder what that purpose 
might be and what that harmony 
might look like — after all, God 
gaveus aheart and mind with the 
urge to search out these truths. 
God, as the ultimate creative 
genius, apparently appreciated and 
enjoyed diversity among forms of 
life. Inasmuch as that is true, 
presumably God does what he does 
for a reason. 

Although "his ways are not our 
ways" and the intricacies of life 
remain somewhat mysterious in the 
complexity of their design, it turns 
out that honest and open scientific 
inquiry can be quite helpful in our 
attempts to discover some inkling 
of these purposes. When consid- 
ering microorganisms, while we 
might typically perceive bacteria 
and viruses to represent some of 
the more destructive or detrimental 
aspects of biological existence, the 
truth is that the majority of these 
are in fact quite helpful and impor- 
tant to sustaining the balance of 
organic operations. 

For instance, current knowl- 
edge indicates that many types of 
bacteria are in fact beneficial — in 
many types of animals, including 
humans, they help contribute to 
proper digestion as well as a 
properly functioning immune 
system. 

Furthermore, it may seem 
counterintuitive to common 
perception and sensibilities, but ` 


various kinds of viruses have also 
been found to contribute positively 
to the natural immune system. 

Additionally, some scientists 
speculate that the highly mutative 
nature of viruses might be a factor 
in transferring certain genetic 
properties among populations of 
organisms to aid in adaptation to 
different environments.* 

These kinds of insights may 
help to illustrate and support the 
notion that there is indeed a 
purpose for all things, and that the 
role of such microorganisms was 
originally not intended to be so 
pernicious as they might seem now. 
While these appear to be empirical 
and verifiable facts, it is also true 
that some of these "invisible" 
entities are responsible for some of 
the ongoing physical suffering in 
our world. In keeping with the 
foregoing analysis, if they were 
part of creation and were meant to 
benefit rather than harm life, we 
should be able to derive some 
understanding of what accounts for 
the current apparently adverse 
nature of some of these micro- 
organisms. 

It may be helpful to keep in 
mind that the God of Everything is 
the God of the "visible and 
invisible." Remember that creation 
began as a cosmos designed for 
order and unanimity. Lamentably, 
sin was the initial catalyst for 
disrupting this natural coherence 
and synergy. Considering that our 
reality comprises of both physical 
and spiritual dimensions, it should 
make sense that sin as a disruptive 
factor in that reality triggered both 
physical and spiritual 
consequences. These consequences 
include some of the suffering we 
regularly experience and observe, 
including, presumably, that caused 
by viruses. This is not to say that 
specific or individual physical 
conditions are always caused by 
specific or individual sins, although 
there may be some evidence to 
indicate that in some instances 
there can be some correlation and 
perhaps even causation. 

One could argue, then, that the 
God of Everything is also the God 
of Suffering. That might seem 
unappealing or even unacceptable 
at first, but what if that "God-of- 
Suffering" was not necessarily the 
God who causes suffering, but 
actually the God Who Knows . 
Suffering? What if he thoroughly ; 
Understands suffering in all of its 
wretched and miserable reality. 
One could readily observe that God 
experienced the ultimate suffering 
in Jesus' crucifixion — not only the 
physical agony and torment he 
endured, but the burden of bearing 
and paying for the sin of the entire 
world. In this way, the God of 
Wrath and Justice is also the God 
of Love and Mercy. He abided it all 
and provided it all because of his 
desire to redeem all of creation. He 
is, indeed, the God of Everything. 

Thus, God is in control, and in 
his sovereignty allows things to 
occur that, on the one hand, might 
seem tragic and calamitous, but on 
the other hand, He can use to 
provide opportunities for us to 
demonstrate the better part of 
ourselves, to reflect the image of 
God in which we have been made - 
- qualities such as cooperation, 
compassion, and innovation. Our 
prayer should be that God would 
grant us the wisdom to overcome 
our struggles and challenges, and in 
doing so, glorify him for all his 
goodness in the midst of our 
circumstances, which should be our 
ultimate aim. 
*This page from the " 
Answers in Genesis" 
Web site provides an 
interesting analysis on the 
role of viruses: https:// 
answersingenesis.org/ 
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